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							The Whyte Review

						
                            
				    
            
            Together with UK Sport, we co-commissioned a fully independent review into allegations of abuse in gymnastics.

The Review was led by Anne Whyte QC, and it heard from individual gymnasts, parents, carers or guardians of gymnasts, gymnastics coaches, British Gymnastics staff or former staff and any other organisations and individuals who wanted to provide information.

The Review was published on 16 June 2022 and is available to read below. 

Please note: The Review concerns some sensitive and upsetting information. For some, including those who have personal experience of harm or abuse, this may be distressing.
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            Following the release of the report, Ms Whyte QC published a statement.
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            On publication of the Whyte Review, our chief executive Tim Hollingsworth and UK Sport’s Sally Munday, provided a joint statement.
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                                    Support services

                                

                                    
                        
            
            If you have been affected by abuse in sport or in other contexts and would like more information or access to support, there are a number of specialist services are available in England.
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            For the latest updates following the publication of the Whyte Review, please click the link below.
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								Anne Whyte QC

																	Reviewer

																									Anne Whyte QC is a highly respected and experienced barrister with an extensive record of acting in complex criminal and civil litigation, as well as non-recent and institutional forms of abuse, both physical and sexual.

																
									
									Read more
								
							

															
									She is experienced at handling vulnerable witnesses and litigants. She has also conducted civil cases including human rights breaches, personal injury, clinical negligence and public law challenges arising from criminal cases or matters. She has appeared in various Article 2 Inquests and in the Anthony Grainger Public Inquiry. Anne sat as a Deputy High Court Judge in the Queen's Bench division from January 2016 to January 2022.


								

								
									
									Read less
								
													

					

									
						
														


						

						
							
								Mike Cave 

																	Advisor

																									Mike Cave is the Academy Manager at Fulham Football Club and works as part of a multi-disciplinary team of staff whose objective is to support the development of young people in their aspirations to become professional footballers. The Club's Academy includes approximately 180 boys at any one time, ranging in ages from 8 to 23 years old.

																
									
									Read more
								
							

															
									Mike's role includes the strategic management of staff across a range of disciplines, in order to ensure its alignment to the Club's objectives, whilst maintaining and ensuring the Academy is a compliant and safe environment for players, staff and parents to engage with. As a Level Four qualified coach, Mike's experience prior to Fulham has included coaching at various professional and amateur clubs and institutions, followed by a move to Performance Manager and Head of Player Development at Fulham.


Before his work at the Academy, he also spent a number of years in the commercial sector working for the sports marketing agency IMG, holding positions within the consulting and media departments.


								

								
									
									Read less
								
													

					

									
						
														


						

						
							
								Tonia Couch 

																	Advisor

																									Tonia Couch is a former British Diver who competed at the 2008, 2012 and 2016 Olympic Games during an incredibly successful 12-year senior career. 

																
									
									Read more
								
							

															
									The 31-year-old took up diving at the age of 10 having previously focused on gymnastics, and found immediate success winning her first competition after just five weeks of training.


This early success translated onto the world stage, with Tonia also competing at three Commonwealth Games during her career, winning a silver medal alongside her partner Sarah Barrow at the Glasgow Games in 2014. This success, alongside her multiple medals won in the World Series, make Tonia one of the most decorated divers in British history. Since her retirement in November 2017, Tonia has built a successful business away from the sport and until very recently was also coaching diving to young children. She is not currently coaching.
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              Terms of Reference

            

              
          
                      
            
            	
In July 2020 a significant number of individual gymnasts, and parents of gymnasts, made allegations about mistreatment within the sport of gymnastics. In response to this, Sport England and UK Sport (the 'Commissioning Organisations') have commissioned an independent review ('the Review') into the issues that have been raised.


	
The Commissioning Organisations shall appoint:

	
a senior counsel ('the Reviewer') to lead the Review; and,


	
two advisors with relevant sports administration and performance expertise to support the Reviewer. The advisors will not be decision makers for the purposes of paragraph 4.





	
The Review shall be conducted independently of all third parties including the Commissioning Organisations. The Reviewer shall decide how to conduct the Review and upon the content of the interim and final reports.


	
The outcomes of the Review ('the Outcomes') shall be:

	
To determine whether:

	
gymnasts' wellbeing and welfare is (and has been) at the centre of the culture of British Gymnastics, its registered clubs and member coaches and if not, why not;


	
safeguarding concerns and complaints have been dealt with appropriately in the sport of gymnastics and if not, why not; and,


	
gymnasts, or their parents, carers or guardians, have felt unable to raise complaints with appropriate authorities and if so, why.





	
If any failings are identified at 4(a) i, ii or iii, then the Reviewer shall make recommendations to ensure that for the future:

	
gymnasts' wellbeing and welfare is at the centre of the culture of British Gymnastics;


	
safeguarding concerns and complaints in the sport of gymnastics are raised with the appropriate authority and appropriately resolved in a timely manner; and,


	
gymnasts have appropriate pathways and the necessary support to raise concerns and complaints.








	
The Reviewer shall investigate for the period August 2008 to August 2020 ('the relevant period') the:

	
nature and volume of complaints received by British Gymnastics, including (but not limited to) allegations of mistreatment, sexual, mental (emotional and neglect) and physical abuse, bullying, harassment and discrimination;


	
approach taken by British Gymnastics to resolving complaints;


	
reasons for any delay in complaints being raised;


	
adoption and application by British Gymnastics of safeguarding and complaints procedures, including how compliance with safeguarding standards by clubs and member coaches was monitored and assessed; and


	
culture and practices of British Gymnastics, including its registered clubs, in relation to its treatment of gymnasts and consideration of their welfare.





	
The Review shall only consider matters which are within British Gymnastics' jurisdiction and shall not determine the merits or outcome of any individual complaints. Individual complaints shall be determined via a separate process, the details for which will be announced separately.


	
The Reviewer shall conduct a Call for Evidence to give opportunity for any individual or organisation to provide information relevant to the Terms of Reference directly to the Review.


	
The Reviewer shall prepare an interim report for the Commissioning Organisations once the steps at paragraphs 5(a) and 7 have been completed. The interim report shall include a summary of the nature and scale of the information that has been received and a view on whether the Terms of Reference cover the issues that have been raised or should be amended. Upon receipt of the interim report, the Commissioning Organisations shall consider whether changes are required to the Terms of Reference and whether it is required to take any other steps in light of the information in the interim report.


	
The Reviewer shall have discretion to consider information from outside the relevant period where they consider it necessary and proportionate to do so in order to achieve the Outcomes of the Review.


	
If the Reviewer identifies issues which are outside the scope of these Terms of Reference but which they consider are necessary to investigate in order to achieve the Outcomes of the Review, the Reviewer shall notify the Commissioning Organisations of this in writing, explaining the reasons for their view and the changes that they propose to the Terms of Reference. The Commissioning Organisations shall respond in writing, to advise the Reviewer whether or not it is agreed that the Terms of Reference should be extended and the reasons for their decision. Any such correspondence shall be published.


	
The Reviewer shall consider the need for the referral to the relevant statutory authorities of any information they consider to:

	
be of a criminal nature;


	
raise immediate safeguarding concerns; or


	
be a potential violation of anti-doping regulations.





	
At the conclusion of the Review, the Reviewer shall if requested, report to the Commissioning Organisations the fact and reasons for any decision not to refer information for the purposes of paragraph 11.


	
The Reviewer shall invite information (in oral or written form) from any organisations or individuals that they consider appropriate, but which shall include:

	
current and former members of British Gymnastics, including parents, carers and guardians of members;


	
the Commissioning Organisations;


	
the British Athletes Commission;


	
the Child Protection in Sport Unit;


	
British Gymnastics;


	
the English Institute of Sport;


	
the Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport;


	
United Kingdom Anti-Doping; and


	
the Ann Craft Trust.





	
Individuals providing evidence to the Review shall be offered independent support and care, which shall be assessed and delivered by the British Athletes Commission.


	
The Reviewer will be supported by an independent secretariat.


	
At the conclusion of the Review the Reviewer shall produce a final written report (the Report), which shall be provided to the Commissioning Organisations. The Commissioning Organisations shall publish the Report, subject to any relevant legal considerations.


	
Any individual or organisation who it is proposed will be named in the Report shall be notified of this in advance of publication and given opportunity to comment on applicable references before the Report is finalised.


	
The Reviewer will complete their work in a timely manner and aim to provide their final Report to the Commissioning Organisations as soon as reasonably practicable, with these timescales to be reviewed after the Call for Evidence and interim report.


	
The Commissioning Organisations shall consider carefully the recommendations made by the Reviewer and determine the manner in which any recommendations to be taken forward will be implemented by British Gymnastics.


	
Confidentiality:

	
The Reviewer shall keep confidential all confidential information disclosed as a result of the Review and shall not use nor disclose the same save as provided for in the Annex to these Terms of Reference or as required by law.


	
The Reviewer shall ensure that all information provided via safeguarding complaints and/or information which was subject to safeguarding investigations is kept confidential and processed in accordance with best practice for such information.







Annex to the Terms of Reference

	
General Provisions regarding the handling of information by the Review:

	
All information submitted to the Reviewer will be held confidentially by the Secretariat on an independent and secure server. Information can only be accessed by the Reviewer and the Secretariat.


	
Information will always be processed in line with the Review's Privacy Policy, found here.


	
The Reviewer will not share any information received in the call for evidence directly with the Commissioning Organisations or any other third party, save for where a decision has been taken to disclose information for the specific purposes set out in the Terms of Reference.


	
The Reviewer may ask witnesses questions about the information that is provided to the Review to corroborate or test it, and they may, subject to paragraph 2, make reference to it in their final report.


	
If an individual does not wish to have their name disclosed, this should be made clear in any submission to the Review. The Reviewer will consider whether they are able to agree to this or will seek further information from the individual to understand why the request has been made.


	
At the completion of the Review, any information held by the Secretariat will only be retained for as long as is required for the purposes of the Review.





	
Information regarding Individuals under the age of 18:

	
No individual under the age of 18 will be mentioned by name or otherwise identified in any report produced for the purposes of the Review.


	
For the purposes of the Review, the age of an individual is determined as at the date of the submission of any information provided to the Review.





	
Information regarding all other individuals:

	
This paragraph concerns information submitted to the Review which does not fall under paragraph 2.


	
No individual will be named in the final report without first being notified by the Review.


	
If the Reviewer wishes to name an individual in the final report, she will explain the reason why she considers it necessary to do so. The report will only name individuals and organisations where this is necessary in order to fulfil the Terms of Reference and to make robust evidence-based findings and recommendations.


	
The Reviewer will consider the need for the referral to the relevant statutory authorities of information they consider to be of a criminal nature, raise immediate safeguarding concerns or be a potential violation of anti-doping regulations. In those circumstances, the individual whose personal information will be shared will be notified, where it is possible to do so.








        

    
          
                      
          
          


          
          
                  

  




            

        
                                    
                				

	
		
			
							Policy response 

						
                            
				    
            
            In January 2023, we, along with UK Sport, published a policy response that was based on learnings and insight from the Whyte Review.

In total, the response included 19 commitments that spanned the areas of coaching and workforce support, performance athlete support, good governance, dispute resolution and creating safer environments for participants. 

These commitments include:

	the continued development of the Safeguarding Case Management Programme to help organisations access expert support in relation to safeguarding 
	Sport Integrity, the independent disclosure and investigations service, becoming mandatory for all UK Sport funded sports
	the funding of a national network of welfare officers to promote good practice and safe sport at a local level. 


The full list of commitments can be downloaded via the link below. 
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